
Pre-AP Biology Syllabus  

Colorado River Collegiate Academy - 2018-2019 
 
Instructor:  Mrs. Lherisson 

Classroom: 1117; Lab: 1115 

Email:  clherisson@bisdtx.org  

Office Hours:  by appointment, before or after school 

 
Course Description:   

In this Biology class students will be held to high standards in regards to expectations and 

procedures.  We will learn about topics that are tested on the STAAR Biology EOC, a state 

mandated exam which must be passed for graduation.  This course will require a reasonable 

amount of work to be done outside of class.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with all 

due dates and seek help when necessary.   

 

In biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 

investigations and make informed decisions using critical thinking. This course is designed so 

that students learn about life at all levels- from the global level of the biosphere, to the 

molecular, or biochemistry, level.  

 
Biology Topics: 

 Scientific Process/Safety- safety procedures / symbols, the metric system, materials 

disposal, and scientific equipment / methods 

 Evolution- Darwin, Wallace, evidence and processes of evolution, natural selection, and 

the role of DNA mutations in the processes of evolution 

 Plants-evolution and classification, adaptations, reproduction, response 

 Animals- structure and function of various groups (mammals, fish, birds, reptiles), 

adaptations, reproduction, interactions, and body systems 

 Ecology- food webs, nutrient cycles, ecosystems, symbiotic relationships  

 Biochemistry- structure and function of biomolecules-carbohydrates, proteins, lipids, 

and nucleic acids, as well as ATP 

 Cells-cell theory, structure and function of prokaryotes and eukaryotes, cellular processes 

including obtaining and using energy, reproduction, and cell differentiation into 

specialized cells 

 Heredity- Mendel, inheritance, genetic disorders, Punnett squares, monohybrid crosses, 

and dihybrid crosses 

 Molecular Biology-  role of DNA and RNA in protein synthesis; DNA mutations  
 

Class procedures: 

1.  ASSIGNED SEATING:  Seating is assigned and may change at any time based on class size, 

academic performance, special needs, behavioral problems, or physical disabilities.  If you have 

a problem with your assigned seat, you may speak to your instructor privately about it.  The 

teacher will decide if and when assigned seats will be changed. 

 

2.  FOOD AND DRINKS:  Only bottled water or closeable containers are allowed in class.  No 

full meals are allowed.  Please do not disturb the class by eating loud or strong smelling snacks.  

When in doubt, ask the teacher.  All final determinations of allowed material are up to the 

teacher.  Because of safety concerns NO FOOD, CANDY, DRINKS OF ANY KIND, or GUM 

are allowed in the science lab.  In lab, these will be confiscated and not returned.   
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3.  ABSENCES & TARDIES:  We understand that some absences are unavoidable, but ask that 

students please limit the number of absences.   

A student will be tardy if they are not in the classroom by the time the bell rings. Tardy students 

must visit the office to receive an admission slip. For a 3rd tardy in one semester, the student’s 

parent/guardian will be called.  For a 4th tardy, a call home will be made, and the student will be 

assigned a 1 hour tutorial session to make up missed instruction time.  
 

If you are absent unexpectedly, it is your responsibility to ask for make-up work.  Missed work 

will be due the next class period.  Missed tests, labs, or quizzes will be made up at the teacher’s 

discretion.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-ups, and all work not 

made up by the deadline given by the teacher will be a zero.   
 

If an absence is known ahead of time (for example extra-curricular events), you are responsible 

for getting all work that will be missed before your expected absence.  All projects and major 

assignments are still due on their original due date.  If you are going to miss the day the 

assignment is due, it must be turned in early or it will be subject to the late work policy. 

 

4.  DISMISSAL:  Your teacher, not the bell, will dismiss you from class.  You must be in your 

assigned seat when the bell rings and the room must be in order before you will be dismissed. 

 

5.  GRADING:  40% Daily grades: homework, quizzes, and class activities 

      60% Major grades:  tests, major projects/presentations, major labs 
 

BISD’s district policy is to include at least 3 major grades, and 7 daily grades in each 6-week 

grading period. These are minimum standards, so there may be more assignments. Students’ 

grades will be updated regularly in Skyward. This should assist both students and parents in 

keeping informed of the student’s progress.  
 

Missing or incomplete assignments will be specially coded in Skyward as follows: 

 A grade of a “1” in Skyward indicates that an assignment has not been turned in.  

 A grade of a “2” in Skyward indicates that a student was absent for a given assignment, 

and has not yet come in to make up that assignment.  
 

If you see a grade of 1 or 2 for any given assignment, feel free to contact the instructor. 

 

6.  LAB SAFETY CONTRACT:  Each student must have a safety contract signed by a parent 

or guardian in order to participate in lab activities.  It is important that the parent or guardian and 

student read the lab safety rules and understand them.  Students must pass a Lab Safety Quiz 

with an 80% or higher in order to participate in lab activities.  Tutoring and retakes will be 

available as needed.  Lab safety rules will be strictly enforced throughout the entire school year. 

 

7.  HOMEWORK:  You will be assigned work that will need to be completed or finished 

outside of class.  All work will have a specific time and date by which it will be due, which will 

be clearly stated in Google Classroom.  If an assignment is not turned in on time it will have 

points deducted for being late.   

 

8.  EXAM RETAKE POLICY:   Students who feel like they have not done their best are 

allowed to request an exam retake.  To become eligible for this retake, students should attend 3 

hours of tutorials, then take the exam outside of class time.  A few exams are deemed of extra 

importance for EOC success, so students who make lower than 90% will be required to retake 

the exam, which will be given during class time.  Information for retakes can be found on 

Google Classroom. 

 



9.  LATE WORK:  If you do not turn in an assignment at the time it is due, the work is 

considered late.  For assignments turned in after the time it was due, up to the end of the school 

day following the due date, the highest possible grade will be reduced to 85%.  For assignments 

turned in later than the school day immediately following the due date, the highest possible grade 

will be reduced to 70%, unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher.  Late work 

may be submitted only up until the six week grading period closes, unless other arrangements 

have been made with the teacher.   

 

10.  MATERIALS:  You will need a binder, pencils, and notebook paper daily.  These should be 

brought to class everyday unless told otherwise by your teacher. Scissors, glue, and colored 

pencils are recommended to complete projects at home.   
 

Your school issued laptop is an essential part of the learning in this class, and must be 

brought to class daily, including the charging cable.   
 

11.  PROJECTS / LABS:  Students may be assigned several projects or labs throughout the 

school year. There will be varying amounts of time given to complete each project based upon 

the requirements for that project.  Some projects will require building models while others may 

be research based reports or lab assignments.  Some projects will require the purchase of 

additional materials.  For each project assigned, a rubric will be given and all the requirements 

and expectations explained.  The late work policy applies to all projects, including those that are 

major grades.   Zeroes on any major grade severely damage your grade.  If you are absent on the 

day a major project/lab is assigned, you are responsible for getting the project instructions when 

you return.   
 

The due date of projects/labs will not change because you were absent during a work day. 

  

12.   TEXTBOOKS:  Reading is assigned in the textbook often, sometimes daily.  Students will 

be responsible for all material in the assigned reading on exams.  Textbooks are available online.   

 

13.  TUTORIALS:  Tutorial (RTI) times are built into your schedule.  Students who fall behind 

will also be assigned to mandatory after school tutorials, in the afternoon from 4:10 – 5:50.  

Circumstances requiring tutorial assignment include but are not limited to when a student’s class 

grade is below 80, if they have failed a major grade, if they are not passing category quizzes, or 

if the teacher is concerned about their ability to pass the Biology EOC.   

 

14. CHEATING/PLAGIARISM: Cheating on any assignment, whether it is a daily or major 

grade, will not be tolerated.  Cheating on any assignment will result in a grade of zero given for 

that assignment.  Cheating can be copying, giving someone the answers, or completing 

someone’s work for them.   Any type of communication (talking, texting, signaling) during a 

quiz or exam is considered cheating.  All resources used for projects / labs must be cited. 

 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS  CONSEQUENCES 

1.  Come to class on time and be prepared to 

work every day. 

 1st Offense   Warning 

2.  Always sit in your assigned seat and stay 

on task. 

 2nd Offense   Conference with 

teacher 

3.  Follow all instructions given by the 

teacher. 

 3rd Offense   Parent contact 

4.  Treat everyone and everything in class 

with respect. 

 4th Offense   Detention 

5.  Bring your materials to class daily.  5th Offense   Office referral 



Biology Classroom Procedures and Expectations Contract 
 

 

For Student: 

 

I, __________________________________________, have read and understand the class 

procedures and expectations of this Biology course.  I understand the late work policy and will 

do my best to turn in all assignments on time and to the best of my ability.  I understand that this 

course will require me to complete a significant amount of work outside of class.  I understand 

that my teacher has high expectations and that in order to be successful in this course I must put 

forth the necessary effort.   

 

 

Student signature: ____________________________________  Date _________________ 

 

 

 

For Parent: 

 

Biology is a state mandated science course which deals with some controversial topics such as 

evolution and sexual reproduction.  Please understand that I will present scientific information 

regarding these topics.  If and when a student asks a question, I will openly, honestly, and 

scientifically answer his or her inquiry.  Additionally, I may occasionally show detailed slides or 

other graphics dealing with pertinent topics covered in class.  If you have questions or concerns 

about this, please feel free to contact me.     

 

I have read and understand the class procedures and expectations for my child in this biology 

course.  I understand that this course will require my child to complete a significant amount 

of work outside of class and that in order to be successful in this course they must put forth the 

necessary effort.   

 

Parent/Guardian Name:   ______________________________________________________ 

Parent Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________  

     ______________________________________________________ 

Parent phone numbers: ________________________________________________________ 

Parent email: ________________________________________________________________ 

Primary language at home:  English Spanish Other: ________________________ 

 

Parent signature:  _______________________________________   Date ________________ 

Upon completion, please return this page to the instructor.  I look forward to a wonderful year!   


